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BRITAIN JUSTIFIES
METHODS AT SEA;
REPLIES T0 U. S.

Her Blockade Practices
“Juridically Sound and
Valid.” She Asserts.

FRANCE CONCURS

IN TERMS OF NOTE|

New Devices for Dispatching
Ginods Met by New Ways
of Intercepting Them.

Washington, April 20 The latest
British not anewer t American
protests  aps t Allled terf

with neutral trade, made
night at the State Department, con-
tends that the practices compl ed of
are “juridieally » i and T
argues that the relief v !
peck is rather to be
mitigation of necessary Ha
vy “nbr t ’ r 8
theory fap hased
upon adr i { of ternn
tional lawv careful ydjusted to the
altered condit [ v warfare.”
1t disclose “a apnrtinl and
saion” has heen ap

influentinl eomm

aensome 1 neutrale s pOse
note, in wi re =
CONCUrs, Teiter the tUry
sl of regulating T
trals eont to Gier B

fies the ecffectivensss

which was challenped th
Ameriean not Further d
correspondence over the issue Is ex
peeted.

Nenotral Action Welcomed.

“His mnjesty's govemment,” says

the note, “hus | th sineers sat
iefaction the d i
the coneluding paszsage
States note of the i1
United States to und
of chamy ng the

=

ret et of this war was the

of

invasion hy th

weleoma nation
nations end of the United

States which would exert an effective
influence to prev t the latinn of

neutral rights, and cannot helieve that
it or its ullies ] ¢h to fear from
any co nat { the protection of
those rights which takes an impartial
and comprehensive view of the rcon-

duct of this nr it by
reasonable (nterpreta he gen- |
erally acce] T 1 s of interna- |
1 t 1 n :"' f'.' h‘]'
¢ hitherto bheen ap-

the eclvilized world"”

Modified Procedure Justified.

At the outset the note suggests that
the American comp! t =0 much
1that =} - z te ¥ wers

| for use AN neu-
1 to which they were dis

patched as that the dispatch of goods
to Great Hritain's hnac

beer

“It ‘won

be a falr repl
that new des

P

right to intercept such trade

At some length the nete argues the
fmpossibiiity of making searches at
sea, for varioua ren g whieh

the iz . b
which con-
A report
licos, com
basad upon
n months, is

aro weather
ships and the mant
treband can be ¢
from Admiral Eir
mander of the grand
his experiences of ¢ig
{neluded. This report ine

“The differsnca hetween

procedurs
the WwWay

ramfor: to

“

"N

a British
is that wa
which causes
neutrals. In-
stead of rinking neutral ships angaged
in trade with the enemy, ss the Ger
mana have done ir mAnY cases,
direct eontravention of their own prita

the least

B0 1

regulations we examine them,
giving as little inconvenience as mod-
ern naval ¢ will allow, send-
ing only where this

becomens . Pa
United States Passports Misosed.

The note adds that a further reason |

dng shipa into harbor is the
for close examination of sll
persons, which has been
made neceasary by “tho German prae-
tiea of misusir ted Etatea pass-
porta to procu sufa conduet for
military persn i agents.”

note discusses

the destina-

rent to Intey-

a he
espt cor on Its v 1o hin ene-
my.” it says, “in fundamental and in-
contestable, and ought not ta he re.
stricted ¢ ntercepting contraband
g be accompanicd on

ps by proo! sufficient to

What caNentinl in to |

whether or not the goods

to the enemy. If

ligerent entitled tn

nd, having regard to the

!

| gested that

| fide neutral commeres and

the

are engaged,
the

nat siTupe
Allle

to take

vxercise that right.”

In &
oeer

ure

pr
1 Opdere in (

hat the
fe international
e court has A
y given act under those oruers
egnl and to entertain sny ciaim
compensation on that basis

Neutral Commerce Flourishing.
As in a previous note in Answer to
+he eontention that Ameriean commerce
is being destroyed by the British in-
ferences, figures issued by the United
of Commeres Are

£ oawer t jeeide
i1l N y deeid

States Department

quoted to show that exporis to the
{inavian countries and Holland in
d ] 1013 to

the face of sueh figures' says
note, "t seems impnseible to ac

the
cept the contention that British prize
rourt proceduare has practically do'

stroved much of the sxport trade of
the United States to neutral countries
n Furope, and the inference ir mug-
i{f complaints have heen
Washington Administei-
bhe exporters they emi

mnde to the

tion by would-

not frem persons desirous aof en

g in ;anurr.e commeree with the
eutral eountries, but from those who
desired to dispatch gnnr]. tn the enemy
under eover of a neutral deatination
and who found it more i1t to eofi-
cenl the real facta from t ¢ r=-'.: 1

under the new procedure
“The circumstances of a 1
ber of American vipments
any conclusion that they are hona td
[ ta for the importing countrie

<} ipmen : :
Many of them are made to persons

‘are apparently nominees of enem
apenis. Congignments of ment -|.|'-.1

s are addressed to lighter

of

dock laborers. Several thouzands o
tons of such goods have heen f“d"'!
documented for neutrnl port Ar
sddressed to firms which do not exis!
there.
Pressure Put on 1. 8
“In the presence of facts, such &S
thoss indicated above, the ed
States government will is bel :
with his majes government

agree
¢ in modern

no belligerent eot
aes submit to be bound

-._.l'- no goods eould be seized
shey were nccompanied by papers Getiysburg was and remains the deci
which established their destination 0 sive battle of our Civil War, although

AN eniemy country, and that all deten
tions of ships and goods must uni-
« he bated on proofs obtained at
To press any such

the --.mp of selzure

theory is tantamount to asking that all
vrode hetween neutral ports shall he

fres and would thus render nugutory
the exercise of sen power and destroy
the pressure which the ecomm and of
the ses enables the Allies to impose
upon their enemy.

“It ia of course

(ontinued from pages 1

kad been put to the test ar | had
(ijermany had striven

War is something beyond arn

military genius, and the real

held or lost,
the ashes of the old town

failed to ac

or any po

rtion th #
ies and tactics, beyond strategy and even :::
| meaning of Verdun is not to be found in lincs In the end the

not to ba found even in®
that Franee | g o ite Germans tank

== dafest which wo S
the result for which jalen hich woul 1

‘omplish

1 Castels

and not Germany holds, [t is to b" Bantambar. $914. 1 for 1 to orgar ! ‘
fagnd in the spirit of France, now that| Coveh rall of the position st the eleverth
the great trial i1s over and the 1ine8 |, oo, i ‘iiei had with him Pétain, the
1 ; o ha 7 he Fretich
have held I 4vanta man who had commanded th rench
3 p 5 ; ttia o ’
It waa l,-m-.any'_r‘uld T;tm France l!_hl'! N srannay :'.T?.-"‘fn-o‘t:'.,oﬂ:-.:- :':Il'}.;-a_ ::f" '_,*
raired tha is ae of Verqun I'n BT | ohuan poOint encefor mmanded 1t arm .t
mans believed, and all their pu Verdun-Mets - .r'-_I "”. he \: _sector
statements show this, that Fra : # naTTOW BN Fr tonik  up oly he
e as Germa aid it

WeATY, disheartened, remdy 1
eved

which war

of the word, al-

fair terms.  They beli el g At proi
was needed only a shining vietory, Bi., i alated fror sense J 1
great moral demonstration of German | cop e what th ! |r‘-.1"| .l"' ﬂn"l;“de' .\_nrlh‘..-ez
strength tn sccomplish the “"".!.__"’ ) Wit el bt i ':1: .:'r; Lre.ﬂ:\r.“:nu; t.._mhm m..:-:-
bring victorious peace. '." this 1 think, g | X p Rl ataEeivh e .'...;‘. 'r;‘.u-. e ?;'an, c"nnc;. of a
and all with whom 1 talked in Franes , .. Constdar what 1% means: when l: Lol ; L rough Verdun  to
fe't, that the Germana were wrong, that thera are a quarter of a million men .nrl .:F I‘“. .?n X. 7 'c\l. tl":: Yerian
Francs would have endured defeat and | {5 be fad and munitioned in this sector ’:I"’ see the couniry ‘_1’-'| the lines he-
gons on. But, cenverkely, the (iermans i shis. whet the lifnes ind e f"'l miles back of the
knew, must have known, that to try and detin Uha phs granil [eondition r"""':].“’" o realiza how foolish
to fall wks to rouse the wh heart of | Aon was i p b ol " '”’_ el ¢ i I
@ A AN Taer suy Deassimism, AR | Luore BREing: out. Tnte (e GRrmun| bes astrs oog somriaenetie. AlL thone
: 18 precisely what the failure has  ¢.q.¢ It was precisely the same sort -" i »f:._:[f\r’r:r..ia-;;:_:ﬂb :.. A..Y(. ‘ :
; attack ow 1 m# iTee e
= I'I’ 1 r . (Ta1 0. o iary posiiign Yores, which Art { iMmpAYrne “II.-- '“‘l-‘ Th 1
The battle for Verdun was & hattle Lermans o Balore! kac it . unsi The
rather than military velues, s the pe for & grext kttack r he tremendous artilery
and the moral vietary r 18 with the | 1n the Verdun sector the French ara i ““'.',.“:' e
Freneh. 1t was g deliberate and caley- exposed 1o n - fire: thev are nho -'-.-: the firs
1nted effort to break the spirit of France, (. ida the ( e el (1 trenchies of th
and it roused the spirit of France as the s D Tiavrew that el L n j s attack
prrhans nothing has raised the spirit of | £ o ng fire is not to be UG trenches a d almost
thia people since Valmy, where other | wyaprorated ' inva 4 r}“nm-' ussnds o 'rr'ld:-"l
Fronehmen met and checked another! When the French nitacked the Ger- i "‘“'"j""'f ghns, w the situa
German invasion, brought to a halt tha | n Champagne lnst fall they ad- ik :}in;f’w"tha i il i 4
army of Frederick the Great, which still on & wide front from » line h;mu the "I'Iectf:\"h“ ge 'n.hﬁ.g own
preserved the prestige of i1s great ean. to the German line. As they iae  Estdotmadd rhltl “mrm ot
tain who was dead, turned it back along | pioreed the first German linea they dintely as rAnced because of its weight;
the road that was presently to end 8¢ qars exposed to the converging Bra i:r'n‘r "I ..l:_ﬂ:»{f "-r:ll}'::-fthl'.‘.‘-‘
oTIS. : _ of tha Germans, hecanse ' dor the -'-v‘r.'ﬂ".'mt;i ; —,r .11"|- L oane
Heside the moral valus of Verdun the  qare pushing a wedge in. Ultimatel i d fire of h e
military is just nothing. To appreciats | thay got ona brigade through all et h-\.;.t-t_llnqlulm_.l, “:'II :«
ts meaning you muet understand what  Germay lines, but it was destroyed be rort of his own neavy artillery, ar q
it has meant to the French, and ¥0u yand hy this eonverging fire 4 e n-il-m‘.tnc\- of surprise has gone.
must understand it by reealling wha 2 Germana sdvanced upon Verdun papnp I.‘an:lar.l-'? h:rrﬂ;ﬂrxrrije‘m'I]hz ‘:.ul;:'

(jettyaburg mennt ta the North, invaded
as is France, defeated at half a dozen
a rul® struggles in Virginia as France has been
unles® | defeated in the paet months of this war.

the ecor
more, 1
the same thing. Havi
motral likeness, you may find
is instruetive end sugges

in

importance,
Generals Against Defence,

Now, on the military side it is neces-
. 1o | BETY to know first of all that when the |
insvitable that the Germans began their gigantie attack

«t lasted for nearly two years
or France Verdun is exactly |
1g accepiad the
much that
the
military, but this is of relatively minor

man advanee was quite as successful

rather more successful than the French
Inst September; it covered three or
four miles on a considerable front, and
it even reached Douaumont, ene of the
old forts und the fort which was placed
on the highest hill in the environs of
Verdun. Thousands of prisoners had
heen ecaptured and many guns taken.

they were hreaking down a salient and
possessed the advantage they had had
on the defensive in Champagne

French Straddle River.

Finally, ane-half the Frenech army of
Verdun fought with ita back to a :{np
river, connected with tha other half
enly by bridges, some of which pres-
ently eame under German fire, and there
wns every possib hat these troops
might be cut off and eaptured if the |
Germen advanes wers pushed home far
enough on the west hank of the Meuse
and the German artillery waa success-
ful in interrupting the passage of the
river. It was a perilous position, nnd
thera were aome davs when the =situa-

stiffened, as had the German lust year.
French reserves and artillery arrived.
Pétain and Castelnau arrived. There
was an end of the rapid advanea and
thers begen the pounding, grinding at-
tack in which the advantage passed to
the defender. It was just what hap
pened at .-:\'ruvn Chapelle so long ago

is f ligarent rights at Sem, | ynan V h 1 ! 2 ! .
excrcos 3t Dlfuredt reke s s, apus Vero e Pronh Mt comptd | o wemed erifieal 0| | hen i ol e A viod o S
convenience neutral trade and gre#t and those who with him direct the 4 \_:‘r r_;l.. Ay .4']!1“ t" 'I:_'rrm_‘" I"r_‘.' exemplified completely.
pressure is being put upen the i nited | Franch armies. were sgreed that the poo by w\mj" g :'f'_‘_','l,_ o e German Losses Colossal.

t to urge the teehni= oo op Verdun was without military | .cacuare the Sl o R ',_:"-;"l-.:”._k of | In the new attacks the Germans still

States governmen
enl theory that there should be no
terference at all with goods
between neutral ports and

thus

have tsken to intercept commerce an
its wny to or from the enemy
The note refers

YWar to stop such a trade and fa the
Supreme Court's doctrine of eontinu
ous voyage given to cover all cases
where there was an intention to thwnrt
the blockade by “whatever means, i
rect or indirect.”

Task Exceptionslly Difficolt. !

“His majesty's government deaires to
sssure the United States governmen

the note continues,” that every effort is | of the prement war, when the German

being made to distinguish between bona
that whith
reallv is intended for the enemy
trsk ix one of exceptional dificuity. As
an instance the imports of Jard into
tnken. In that year the total ymport
of lard into Sweden from all sourees
5 tons, of which ne Jess than
< came from the United States.
¢ thres years before the war
the sverage annual import of the sama
articla was R88 tans, of which 638
came from the United States.
difienlt to helieve
ments of Sweden in rvespect of lard,
even when every allowance is made
for possible diversions of trade due to
the war, could suddenly
more than ten fold in 1910,
ence, indeed, is irresistible that the
greater part of these importa must
have had another and an enemy des
tination.”

Tha note pol
tiveness of the blockade
the small number of
eacape the Allled patrols.
{ul,” the note continues,
ever has been a blockade where the|
ships which slipped through bore so
small & proportion to thoss which were
intercepted. . . . The best proof of |
the thoroughness of a blockade s to
be found in its results. The
great rise in price in
many articles
enemy in the prosecution of the
war must be well known to the
States government.”

Why Cotton Is Contraband.
The patting of eotton on 1he eontra-

“In th

nts oat that the effece
is shown by

‘It is doubt-

United

band list, the note sayk, was forced by |

the aceumulation of evidence that it

was being used only for military pur-
poses in Germany and that its use for
other purposes was prohibited. The
| note remarks:

“Although thess measures may have
been provoked by the illegal conduct
of the ensmy, they do nos in reality
conflict with any general prineiple of
international law, of humanity or of
clvilizaticn; they are enforced with
consideration againat neutra]l countries
and are, therefore, furidicaily sound
and valid.

“His mujesty's government desires
to nspure the 1'nited Btates govern
ment that it will eontinue its pfforts
to make the exercise of what it eon-
| ceives to be itg belligerent rights s
littla burdensome to neutrals as pos-

&
The note is about 18,000 wards long
and contalns some appendices and a
statement from the French Minister of
Marine sustaining the view expressed
by Admiral Jellicoe
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Seven Miles
to Arden

Full of charm and
brimming with
whimsical humor 1s
this outdoor m-

And all

mance.
through it sparkles &
perfect dear of a

girl, clever, bright,
vivacious, witty, lov-
able. Of course
there is also a man
in it—several men,
for that matter. But
there is one, a vaga-
bond, such a vaga-
bond as J. M. Barne
might create.
0128 met

SAWYER

HARPER & BROTHERS

Katabluhed L)

Germany of |
most necessary to the!
present |

valus comparable with the coat of

the Meuse,

town.

Joffre's view wap easily explicable,
ossible to quarrel
ent it discloses,

and it was hlrrliyg»
with the military ju

| Sweden during the year 1815 may b® thay had failed to keep pace with the

gun.

After the Battle of the Marne, when
the trench war began, the French took
all their guns out of the forts of Ver
. pushed out before the forts, and i ae
Verdun baeame just a sector in the long -
5 treneh line from the sea to Switzerinnd
It 18| 1y, was defended by trenches, not forts
that the require-|y; wag nelther of more importance nos
line
trenches, not of
i The forts were empty and re
have ineresscd ooy ampty, monuments to the past of
The infer| yor quita as useless as the walls of th
Rome would be against modern artll

du

less than any other paint in the
and it was & placo o

farta

lery.
GGermans Cot Rallroad.

The decline of Verdun was even maora
) From the sirongest point
vessels whith French defence It became the weakest.

complete,

"“""‘;:' fending it, and that the wisest und hest :
thing to do was to draw back the lines
fristrate the measures which the Allles |, t}fn- hills shove the city and v-l‘n' of
Had their will prevailed
. there would have been no real battle at
to the action tAKeN vorgun and the Germans would long
by the United States during the Civil ago have occupied the ashes of the

gnined ground, but they gained ground
because the Freneh withdrew fraom posi-
I tions made untenable through the origi-

to straighten his line and

h ver,
abolish the =alient and give over to the

ns the wreek of Verdar The ;
behind the river was next to|nsl German advance at other points.
nable: the lines would then be They eonsolidated their line, organized
" t new front, Ten days after the

: there would be no
position the Fr
concentrate their heaey arti I
the Germuane wers moving up the guns
that they had fixed tn the north of the

sek had begun it had ceased to be a
question of YVerduon, just as in A short-
er time the French had realized last
September that they eould not breax
the German line in Champagne. But
itke the French in Champagne, like the

itish at Neuve Chapelle, the Germans

new

old fron

st this point

the French polit

'To the world Verdun is a great fortress, s He reeognized the

& second Gibraltar, encircled by great oo o/ L w of Persevered, and In consequence suffered
fm:'.n._ furnished with huge gune, the Jogra but he saw alio t mornl value | Colossal losses, exactly as the French

ateway to Paris and the key to the | Ha recognized that the French and the and British had
rench eastern frontier. An this is | Garma Sonld mat sks Vér To understand the German tacties
| Just what Verdun was until tha coming | 4. t in n trench lina| You must recognize two things. The
and Austrian siege guns levelled the and impossible to de (;”-m?:‘--h‘}-l. ;‘xpvf."’d P '.lk.! Vardon,
forts of .|!.1"1'9r0.rK (%4 "\Tmibeu nlf fend e of militaz it “l'llo r-]-' :I Bnguistonebly ktm.."u
The ].nlf-;:- i nf;-r 1;;:'“ S n-f:«p‘ﬁ .‘.‘ Ho saw .t:ﬂ.: the 1.-‘"..."\-” and German | that '.h lr-,.rh 'Fm itary r-.rnma?d 4 d
be nn.)‘!'r.n'-i' because all ff;.r“.rﬁ'siq lost ublics would think of a§ it] MO TAREL at the outset to hold the
L Hhing, b Tires s ad been theught of bef e present v They had advertised the com
their value with the revelation that yor chanzad all the eonditions of con 'y far and wide over the
- had staked much upen it

fliet He recognized that the German | 4

people would be roused to new hope Morgover, in the first days, when ther
Sad' sat con b the oantare: of o] nadibad ch ground, when they hLad
great tress, and that the Freneh ! EO Do wont and eould look dewn
o equalls depressed by losing 1N Verdun, they had svery reason to
they Believed was & mrest fof helisve that they possessed the key to
Echus - the und that ;:" F'rr;a]‘h high
eor vas slowly but ateadily draw
Joffre Against Battle. ing back lines and would p.'lnnt!_\‘

therefore in Franes for ! evacuate the city
perhaps for several v Knowing these things you ean under-

g that fulp(r-\':mn!ri gtand why the Germans were so confi-

r,r« g out of the division of opinion  dent + did not invent stories of
etween the eivil and the military au- eoming victory which they did not be-
horitiea, n sion of of based lieve. They believed that Verdun was

to fall hecause they knew, and the same
and

upon two w ¢ different but not im-

postibly  equally  carrect appraiss)s mentioned
Joffre did not belisve it was worth the I heard it there when the
men or the risk to hold a few square t ta earlier stages t|-'\-aT '.:"F
miles of French territory, since to Freneh high command intended to
in | evacuste wo engthen, not weaker,  evacuate Verdun What they did not
the line. The Freneh politielans reecog- ! know and could not know was that (he

“whether there| ™
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nized that to losa Verdun was to suffar

But at this point the French resistance

= Battle for Verdun Another Gettysburg
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{ all substantinl i righ! as to the N
TR ¢ + v
> a1 ehon v ] }l' i an® i
L ! L
ey need that all da prec @ ’
1 ¢ as eptiv ns the seeond ] '
ok l W -agpondents of I :
onen Naa ore ?-"‘:w'l"--"‘ Lo | make pese 1T LD mAakE wWaAr .
SRR WP it Flon: sivd 'teld | f Fhe will to defend Verd
. . ; = . . 1 J '
A ~le tha faeta f 1 iy
- self upon 1
French Confidence Restored, & wornl victore the yilpes.
All gver Northarn France, and | was which cannot be exaggerated goy
many *t § and cities, the * i have g now heart Aonea ¢
s Vor iad brought whs ynmis-' & peopie Wi 16 feterm
hla @ Franch  confidence waa | Tation MUl meke " i
ervwhera evident, It showed itsell 999 O ARy ORe W6 § e inthy
- 5 fo i te AXA present terrible bu me
) t Paria, h, I am ‘told,
was the firas thing of the sort in the —

¥ renchmen did not say

war periol :
1 the beginning of the

at Verdun wos

and theyv did not forecast the
prompt enllapss of Germeny. They did
not even forecus: the immediate end of |
the figh about Verdun. They did

arid the victory as a Waterioo
“pdan or any other faollsh thing.
they did rather coolly and quite
v Arpraiee the thing and see in it |
soeet Giarman failure sinee the |
Marne, and a failure in s fight in which
+ho (iermans had 1ald down all the con-
ditinns in advance and advertised the
vietory that they did not achicve as
nromising the enllapse of French en- |
Jdurancoe and spirit |

The Battle of Verdun was a hattle
for moral values, and the possession of
the town itself was never of any real

nat r

military value Verdun commands
nothing, and behind it le weall pre-
pared fications on dominating
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